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INTRODUCTION 

infor mation ha c b 
deter mine the~ l eedn coll ec ted and compiled in an 

va 1 ity of recently bt • d 
con necting OPERAT MAJESTIC o a1ne 

one or more crash . TWELVE with reports of 
informat i · 1 

~d flyin g saucer s ("UFOs"). This 
- 0 n is being 1 -

documents i n th s upp . led with commen t ary to place the 
e a ppropri ate context . 

NOTE: 

- The key documents are arr d . . 
o~ oriqin . The . ange _ according to their dates 
"d • c: -

11 
Y are not arrang ed 1n the order of 

b 
1 ~c overy_ by investigat ors. The order of e g ' , discovery will 
1 

iven in this comment a r y . Suppleme11tary 
re atcd to th~ . d ' . d , information 
th ~ 1

-
1 11 1 vi ual main documents is inc 1 Llded with 

~ e _documents . Thus, for example the 1947 e x hibit A · _ . , FBI document, 
M 1

, , l ·:::, grci uped with a letter from J. A. Marcel Jesse 
arce s son which w - · tt · ' th t th , a~ wr1 en in 1981. It is recommended 

a e documents be read as they are referred to in the 
commentarv r .c:1.1-her ti ·th •t •th , - - 1an a e commentary be read first and 
then the the documents . -

E XH IBIT A 

The importance of the "Roswel 1 Incident" was first 
rec:1.lized in 1978 when Jesse Marcel first told his story to 
Bi 11 Moore andStanton Friedman. In 1947 Marcel 1 was a 
Major and the r anki ng intelligence officer at Roswell Army 
Base . (He retired as a Colonel. He died in 1986.) Moore 
and Friedman were very skeptical of his star~ until they 
found original press and government documents which 
discussed it . His report, supported by numerous other first 
hand and s econd hand witnesses, was recounted in the book 
The Roswe ll Incident published in 1980 and in subsequent 
arti.c les by Bill Moore. The story is that the remains of 
some unusua l object were found on the desert near Roswell, 
New Me x ico on the land of a farmer named Brazel. The event 
made the national news briefly when the Public Information 
Offi cer at Roswell Army Air Force Base (the name at the 
time) published a press release that stated that remains of 
a flying saucer had been found. <Note: the first publicized 
sighting ~as that of Kenneth Arnold on June 24, 1947. There 



Pag e 

h a d been s o me s ighti n g s befo r e t h e n, b u t t h ey we re not 
publici z ed . S ub s equent t o Arn o ld ' s s igh ti n g n ea rly a 
thou s an d o th e r s i gh t in g s we r r port e d in the n a tio n a l n e ws 
me d ia duri n g t h e s u mm er of 11 4 7 . ) On t h e v e n i ng of the 
same d ay as t h e Ros well pr press conf e r e n ce was 
held i n Te x as wh ic h Ai r Fo r e n r l R m y sai d t h a t 
wh at wa s f ound o n t h f a r m r 's r n c h w s me r l y . weat h e r 
bal loon and r a da r k i He l s o s aid hat s pecia l fli ght 
whi c h h ad been ar ran g d o tran s po r t the mater i 1 to Wr ig ht 
Fie l d (Wrig ht-Pater s o n Ai r For ce Base ) f o r a n a lysis had 
been c a nce ll e d . 

Marcel a n d other fir s t h a nd witn esse s (es pecia lly t h e 
children o f t he r a nc her , wh o we r e i n t h ei r l ate t e e n ' s at 
the time) have s t r ong l y di s pu t e d t h i s clai m. I t is now c lear 
that the mater ial wa s n o fr o m a weath e r b a ll o on a nd r a d a r 
ki t e . 

EX HIBIT A, a n FBI documen t , was rel e a s ed by t he FBI , 
a l on g with about 1600 p ag es of other ufo-r elated d o c umen t s, 
1n 1977 i n respo n s e t o a FO I PA r equest by myself . You wi l l 
see th at it refers to a n ob ject "p urportin g to be a fl y i ng 
di s c " that was "recovered nea r Rosi-,e l l. " It says that t h e 
"disc and ba lloon" are "bei n g tran s ported to Wr ight F i eld b y 
Sp ecial Plane fo r e :<a minati on. " The s t ateme nt that t here 
was a special p lan e to s hi p th e mat er i al agrees with 
Marcel · s t e sti mon y th a t at the very time that t he p ress in 
Austin , Te x as was bei ng told t h at the remains were o f a 
weath er bal loon , the r ea l ma t erial wa s be i ng loaded o n a 
large p l a ne fo r tr a nspor t t o Wr i ght Field (later 
Wrig h t - Pat t erson AFB) . 

Althoug h th e FBI memo i ndicates it was a "balloon " a nd 
" disc" it i s to be n ot e d that (a ) this is what the Air 
Force was pu b l icizi ng a t the time and (b)such objects were 
commonplace i n New Me x ico and anyone, and certainly a n 
i~telli gence o ffice r of Marcel ·s stature, should have 
recogn iz ed it . Suc h a dev i ce would not have to be 
transported to Wrigh t F i eld for "ex amination." 

Ma rce l a nd the other f irst hand witnesses descr ibed t h e 
mater ial a s bei ng li ghtweight li ke metal foil but i t was not 
met 1 foi . There we r e a l s o s mall lightweight bars , li ke 
"bals wood," wit h odd scri p t on t h e m, appar e ntl y s ome s o rt 
o.f wr i in g . Th :<is tence of t hi s "wri ti n g " i important i n 
th cont x t o f docum nt pr s nt d l ater i n c ol lect i o n . 

Fo11owinQ t h FB I m mo i a copy of t he i n itial press 
,.. lea fr- o m Ro 11w 11 b fore G n ral Rame y " t ook over." 
Followlng th ti al t t ,- · from J•••• M•rcel '• won to 
tnv stig o r L Or h m. MArcel ·• at•t•m• nt •P••k• 4or 
i t~elf . 

~XHIB J T 8 
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On Sept. 23 , 1947 General Nathan Twin i ng wrote a letter 
to Gen~ral George Sc hul gen <the Ass istant Chief of the 
Intelli~ence Req u ireme n ts Branch , AC / AS-2 ) outlining the 
~onclus ion based o n hi s n alysis o f t h e testi monial 
l~for ma ~1on Schu l gen had co ll cted nd sent to h i m 
<intervi e ws of wi t ness s nd som c ur s o ry a n lysis of 
sightin gs) • Th conc l i n w s h "f l ying s uce r s a re 
real , " ev n thoL1g h Twin n o 1 d 8c h L1l n i n th 1 et te r that 
there was no h a rd viden c . <Not : Thi s l e tt r i s di scu ss ed 
in the tt ched rticle , EXHIBIT H, e n titled " Uh t the 
Ad iral l<nei11.") Ho w v r , Twin ing , s th e G n e r l in comm a nd 
of the Air Ma eri 1 Co mm a nd , kne w about he Ros w 11 ma t e r ial 
that had been shipped to Wr i gh t Field from Ros well , so it 
appears th - • he d c i ded not to reveal the existence o f the 
hard evidence to Schu lgen . I t was no n ecessary, i n any 
e ent , because Schu lgen wa s s uff iciently convinc e d by 
Tw1n1ng ' s let er to instigat e a s pecific col l ection e f fo r t 
or information rela ted to flying saucer s . (Schul gen had 

already perh ps on his o wn, enlisted t h e help of the FBI as 
e a rly as July , 1947 .) (Note : App a r ent l y the intel l ige n c e 
co l l e ,: t i ,., n e t - t -or t III a:.~ r, e e de d b y T 111 i r, i r, g to s upp 1 em er, t th e 
information gained from the initial ana l ys i s o f the 
material.> Twining's letter ended with the statement that a 
document containing "Essential Elements of Information" 
woul a be sent to Schulgen . 

Thus Tw1n1ng convin ced Schulgen to initiate such an 
intelligence collection eff ort wi th out havin g to tell 
Schulgen of the "hard stuff" and thereby kept the knowledge 
o the "hard stuf f " c on f ined to a very small group of 
people . 

EXHIBIT a is the ini tial version of the intelligence 
requ irements collecti on document. I t was released by the 
National Archives in 1985 . It l ist s the "essential 
elements" of inf ormation to be collected by intelligence 
a gents . Reading through it one sees that Schulgen was 
allowing for the poss ibility of a radical development in 
a ircraft desig n an d also for something beyond conventional 
aircraft, includi ng atomic power aircraft. The request for 
.informat ion on "oval , disc: or saucer" shaped aircraft made 
of lightweight materials including "composite or sandwich 
construction us ing various combinations of metals, metallic 
foils, plastics an d perhaps balsa wood," (emphasis added) 
with "retractable domes," landing gear that consisted of a 
"tripod o r skid" a nd which "would be characterized by lack 
of fuel -a ystems a nd fuel storage space" are particularly 
provocativ , s ine no known aircraft of the time had these 
cha,..acte,..istic:5 . It is i nt r es t i ng to note the reference to 
bal wood in th coll ct ion requirement document. 1 t i • 
1nt~,.. ting b cu M jor Jeasa Marcel d crib•d the 
"litl"'uctur•l memb ns II found in the Roswel 1 wreck•;• •• bei n; 
tl"'on; and liQht w igh t Jik• b•l s• wood. 



Page 5 

This document is generally refer-red to as the "Smith 
Memorandum." Wilbur-t Smith was a n engineer and scientist 
who wor-ked for- the Dept. of Tr- a n s port in Canada. He took an 
interest in the flying saucer phenomenon . The second page 
of the memorandum is the impor-tant p a r-t. It says that, 
through _a con tac t i n th e Canadian Embassy, he lear-ned that 
the fl yi ng saucer- ma tt er- was the most highly classified 
pr-eject in the USA, that flying saucer-s a re r-eal, that no 
one knows how they wor- k but Or. Vannevar- Bush is heading a 
committee to s tudy them, a nd that the matter was considered 
to be of tr-emendous sig n ificance. This must have seemed odd 
to Smith at t h e time since by 1950 the public position of 
the Air- For-ce was that ther-e wa s that saucer- sightings wer-e 
of little i rnpor-tance to to the Air- For-ce. Incidently, Dr. 
Bush was the top U.S. government scientist at that time. 

Smith subsequently headed a Canadian saucer- effort that 
was split into two par-t s : Project Magnet which was a study 
of the e arth 's magnetic field and how it might be used for 
propulsion purposes, and Pr-eject Second Stor-ey (si c) which 
was a s ighting collection and analysis pr-eject. Project 
Second Storey essential ly died in the late 1950's for a lac k 
of hard data. 

Th e main content of the Project Magnet study has been 
know n to UFO researchers for years . The SECRET level 
records of Project Second Storey were finally released by 
the Canadi an government 1985 . EXHIBIT C was TOP SECRET 
u ntil 1969 when it was downgr-aded to CONFIDENTIAL. Oddly 
enough, it was not contained in the Second Stor-ey file. It 
1-Ja s rel eased (perhaps accidental 1 y) to a Canadian 
researcher, Arthur Bray, in 1978. 

Researcher Stanton Friedman, over a per-iod of several 
y ears, managed to track down some of the people Smith 
contacted in 1950 and ultimately he located Dr. Robert 
Sarbacher, an American scientist. It appears that Sarbacher 
was the source of Smith's information. Sarbacher did not, 
of course, explicitly remember Smith, but he did remember 
being contact ed by another scientist in the Canadian 
Embassy . Included with EXHIBIT C is Sarbacher's response to 
explicit questi ons by researcher William Steinman. The 
lett er quite clearly i ndicates his knowledge of a secret 
p roject. Furthermore, he recalled a brief description of 
th e occL1pants of the "cra·ft." Also included with this 
EXHIBIT is a copy of notes I made while talking to Sarbacher 
in 1985 . He died in the summer of 1986. 

El.:--iIBIT D 

On Dec . 8, 1950 the Army Counter Intelligence Corps 
confidentiall y ad vised the Richmond, VA FBI office that the 
Corp~ had been put on IMMEDIATE HIGH ALERT for any 
information concerning flying saucers. 
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This FBI document, which became available in 1977 as a 
result of the FOIPA request mentioned earlier, is 
interesting because, presumably, the CIC is not usually 
interested in flying saucers . The date coincides closely 
with some radar detections of unidentified objects flyin g 
over Oak Ridge National Laboratory. Of more importance, 
however, i s that fact that the high alert was only two days 
after a disc crashed just south of the Texas border , 
according to the information in EX HIBIT E. 

EXHIBIT E 

This exhibit is a document released on Ma y 29, 1987, by 
researcher Bill Moore who had obtained it several years 
earlier from an intelligence source. ( It had been released 
a week earlier in England by writer Timothy Goode.) Moore 
had received the document in 1984 but had refrained from 
publicizing it until it could be checked out thoroughly. A 
cover letter by Bill Moore explains how the document was 
obtained . 

The document is, ostensibly, a briefing for 
President-Elect Eisenower . It portrays a governmental 
i nterest in the UFO phenomenon that is very different from 
the official public position that all sightings could be 
explained_ and that none had given evidence of being a th reat 
to the United States . While reading thi s document one must 
keep in mind that, assuming it is true, then only the very 
top US scientists and officials were aware of "the truth" 
and that they had decided that knowledge of the e xistence of 
" hard1-Jare" must be kept secret, essential 1 y at al 1 costs. 
As the document points out, "different elements of the 
military" independently attempted to "ascertai n the nature 
and purpose of these objects." However, these "different 
elements" were privy only to the witness testimonial 
reports . Only the members of Operation Majestic-12, the 
President and a few other people were aware of the hard 
evidence . 

The MAJESTIC-12 document provides a very brief summary 
of the early history of the phenomenon and emphasizes the 
importance of the Roswell crash and also another on Dec. 6, 
1950, only two days before the Immediate High Alert referred 
to in the FBI document, EXHIBIT D. 

The MAJESTIC-12 document says that a ",:overt" 
analytical effort was organized by Gen. Twining and Dr. 
Vannevar Bush on the direct orders of the President 
(Truman) . On 19 Sept 1947, the (few) people involved in 
this effort reported that they thought the crashed Roswell 
disc was a short range reconnaissance craft. Dr. Detlev 
Bronk concluded that the creatures were the result of 
biological evolutionary processes quite different from the 
processes which produced homo-sapiens. Bronk coined the 
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t er- m " EBE " st and i n g f or- E :-: tr- ate r- r- est r- i a 1 Bi o 1 o g i ca 1 Ent i t y . 

The MAJESTIC-12 document says that Projects Sign, 
Gr-udge a nd Blue Book wer-e set up t o provide additional 
i nformatio n o n the pe rf o rman ce c haracteri st ic s . It is of 
impor-ta n ce i n co mp ar- ing this doc um e nt wi t h the con ventional 
history of the s ubject t o note t h e following statement : 

"In order to pr- eser- ve secur-ity, liason (sic) between 
SIGN and Majes tic- 12 wa s limited to two individual s within 
the Intell igen ce Division of the Air- Mater-ial Command whose 
r-ole it wa s to pass along cer-t a in types of information 
through chann e l s . " 

Thi s l i ai s o n was continued dur-ing Pr-oject Grudge and 
Project Blue Book . In o t h e r- wor-ds, th e p u blicall y k now n Air­
Fo r c e project s wer-e "i nfiltr-ated" by two "moles" who passed 
i nf ormat ion to MJ-12 . The r-eason for- this is clear . MJ - 12 
d i d n o t h ave t he per-sonnel to a n a lyze hundreds or thousands 
of UFO repor-ts to dete r-mine which ones were actual sightings 
and t her-ef o re war-thy of ca r eful analysis (to derive 
p erformance characteristics) . Therefor e the problem of 
" di v idi ng " the sig h ti ngs into the identified (or 
i dentif i able ) and the unidentified was left to a "low leve l 
g r ou p " vih i ch was al s o handed the job of e :-: p 1 ai n i ng as many 
s i gh tings a s possib le and publicizing the ex p lanations . 

The desi r e for infor-m a tion b y t h e high power-ed , c over t 
MJ-12 gr-oup explains why the Air Forc e continued coll ec tin g 
UFO infor mation thr-oug h " n or- ma l" c o llec t i on channels (cal l ed 
Pr-oject Gr-udge ) after- Pro jec t Sig n concluded off i c i a lly th a t 
t here was no real evidenc e that saucers e x isted. (Th e 
peopl e war- ki ng o n Pr oject Si g n we r-e not g i ven access to t h e 
h ar-d eviden ce. They based t he i r c on c lusions on test i mon y 
from c ivilian a nd mil i tar-y witnesses.) Project Grudge also 
p u blished a report which ind i cat ed t hat UFO sightings cou ld 
be e x plained . Yet, Grudge continued until ear-ly 1952 wh en 
it was superceded b y a "soL1p e d up" project cal 1 ed Blue Boo k . 
In its later year s Blue Boo k was cr-it i cized by UFO 
i nvestigators and by sc i entists, including the lat e Dr. J. 
Al len Hy ne k (the Ai r For-ce consultant on astronom i ca l 
sightings) , and even by CIA offic i als (in the summer of 
1952 ) . They criticized Bl ue Boo k for doing no more than 
d iv iding sightings in to two types, identified and 
unidenti f ied , and f or- failing to "fol l ow through" wi th a 
c areful anal ysis o f t he unex pla i ned sightings. Of course 
Hyne k and the others wer e no t aware that a covert project 
e x isted . Therefore they wer e no t a war e of the true reason 
for s etting up and conti n ui n g Pro j ect s S i gn, Grudge and Blu 
Boo k . These projects were · set u p t o determi ne wh i ch 
si ghtings we re unidentified so t h a t t h e MAJESTIC-1 2 people 
~oul d c oncent r ate their ti me o n a nal y z ing t hose p a r ticu lar 
ones . 

EY HI BI T F 



Th · 
is document was declassified a s part of 

30 year declassification . a continual 
It w~s +-o L d . process at the National Archives = ln i 17 a f i l f f • 
t h e Dir ec tor of ~ i r Fe o ormer~ y Top Secret documents from 
docume nt whi c h t · o rc e In t elligence. I t is the onl y 
u n qu est i o n a b le me n ion s _MJ-1 2 a nd whi c h a l s o h a s a n 
Nat ion 3 1 A h . or i gi n, i n t h e sense t h a t i t wa s in the - = r e 1ves . 

who w::e doc um ~nt ~ e nt ion s MJ - 12 a nd al s o Gen e ral Twining 
, b y t h is time (1 954) th e Chi ef of S t a ff of th A. 

Force . A h k . . e 1r 
h c ec . of Na t i o n a l Securi t y Coun c il records has 

s own that t h e r e was no NSC mee t i n g on Jul y 16 195 4 
Howe v e r there r b • · ' • , was a ~a inet me e t ing, as the f o l l ow i n g 
document shows . 

This doc u ment i s o d d in t hat it h as no Top Secret 
c ont r ol number . Also , t h e E i senhow e ver l i brar y has no 
r ec ord of it. Desp i te t h is fac t, the Arch i v es believe s th a t 
the d ocument is a u the n ti c. Th e doc u ment was i n a c oll e c t ion 
of more th a n ove r a th ous a n d p a g es of f o r merly Too Secret 
fi~~s t h at were release d t o the Na tional Ar chive s as part of 
a ~u yea r declassif i ca t i on p r oc e s s i n the e a rl y s~r i ng of 
1985 . Bill Moore a nd Jaime Shandra found it duri ng th ei r 
comp l e t e s earc h o f t h e fi le. 

EXHI 81 T G. 

Th e origin o f t his document is obscure, but it has bee n 
r ep orted to have b een s upp l ied b y an intel l igenc e s ource. 
It i s a re typed ve r sion o f t he o r i gin a l and some in f ormation 
has b een intentiona l ly a l te red to ma ke it difficult to 
determi ne t he e xa c t int e ll ig ence s o urce. Some of the 
information i s known to be e rroneou s (there is no 
Bolton- Re i nfeld Meth od; S / WINTEL should be S/WNINTEL; there 
was n o Capt . Gr ace ; NASA should be replaced with NSA ) . 
However, the Air Force Office of Special Investigations 
(AFOS I) is real , a s was the 7602 Air Intelligence Group (now 
absor bed into the Air Force Special Activiti_es Center ) . HQ 
CR 4 4 is a Headqu a rters Collection Requirement for 
in f o r mation r e lated to incidents that occur near atomic 
weapon s torage a reas. Dr. Bennewitz is a resident of 
Al b uquer que , N.M. who has movies which he ·claims show UFOs 
n ear Ki r t land Air Force Base at Albuquerque, NM. His claims 
were inve s tigated by the AFOSI at Kirtland a~d one of his 
fi lms wa s analyzed. 

The important part of this document is near the end 
wher e it rea ds "The off i c_i al U.S. policy and results of 
Pr o ject Aqua rius is (sics) still classified Top Secret with 
no dissemin a tion outside official intelligence channels and 
with r e st r i c t ed a ccess to MJ Twelve." 

This document first became available in 1981 or 1982 <I 
d o not know t h e ex act date). In 1983 I confirmed the 
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e:-: i stence of , a Project AqLtar i us vih i ch pub 1 i shed a report in 
1976 . I was not told the subject of F'roject Aquarius 
because it was too highly c lassified . <Note : This F'roject 
Aquarius i s not to be confused with a present NSA project of 
the same name which has nothing to do with UFOs . ) 

It is importan t to note that this document was the 
first one obtained by UFO investigators to mention the term 
"MJ-12 . " Thi s term had never been seen before. It was 
wh ile tracking down the l eg itimacy of the information in 
th is document that other i nformation was obtained, most 
notably the OPERATION MAJESTIC-1 2 document EXHIBIT E. 

I have personnally tal ked to people who have told me of 
ongoing sec ret Air Force projects . Some of the information 
I have been told coincides closely with what has been 
presented here, and some goes beyond this information . 
F'erhap s the mai n po i nt is that the history of the know n 
governmen t involvement still ma kes sense if th e U. S . 
Go ve rnment really did obtain hard evidence of al ien 
visitations as a result of the crash near Roswell in 1947. 
One can underst and that the persons in control of the hard 
evidence wou ld refuse to release it and would try to play 
down the signifi cance sightings (to prevent people from 
accepting the reality of UFOs just based o n the credibility 
of UFO witnesses) while initiating publically known 
col lection efforts (F'rojects Sign, Grudge,Blue Bo~k) to 
prov id e perf ormance characteristics and other i nformation. 
In this context one can understand why those projects did no 
more than categorize sightings a s explained and unexplained. 
The assumption that the government had hard evidence also 
e:: plains vihy for years apocryphal star i es of crashed 
saucers, bodies, medical analyses, etc. have circulated as 
rumors . And finally this explains why so many sightings are 
made by credible peop le: it is because utheyu really are 
h ere and have been for yea r s, and occasionally rational~ 
intelligent, credible human beings see uthem." 

If crashes have, in fact, occurred, then we know 
something about "them": "they" aren't infallible. 

EXHIBIT H: 

In an effort to check out the validity of the MAJESTIC 
TWELVE document some of the supposed members have been 
investigated. Enclosed is an ar ticle which discusses the 
activi ties of Admiral Hillenkoetter, listed as MJ-1 in the 
MAJESTIC TWELVE document. The article has numerous 
attachments to confirm the s tatements made in the article. 

EXHIBIT I: 

This is a recent article that is concerned with what we 
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should do if they are real. It was written several months 
before the release of the MAJESTIC TWELVE document. 
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